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22nd Biennial Caribbean Academy of Sciences Conference Opens at
University of Guyana; Regional Scientists Call for More Investment in
Science and Technology

The 22nd Biennial Caribbean Academy of Sciences (CAS) Conference being hosted
virtually by the University of Guyana and CAS was declared open on Monday, August
9, 2021, with Minister of Natural Resources, Hon. Vickram Bharrat underlining the
importance of achieving the sustainable development goals, more particularly the
aspect in relation to renewable energy, which he said will catapult the development

and the Caribbean at large.

The virtual conference is being hosted by UG under the theme; “Science, Technology,
and Innovation for Sustainable Development in a Greener Caribbean” and will run

from August 9th to 14th,

The Conference aims to address pertinent issues in relation to science and technology
in the region and the world and will see high-level experts making presentations on

research projects they have conducted.
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Among those presenting remarks at the opening ceremony were: Honourable Vickram
Bharrat, Guyana’s Minister of Natural Resources; Prof. Paloma Mohamed Martin,
Vice-Chancellor, XI, University of Guyana; Prof. Raymond Jagessar, President, CAS,
Central; Ms. Elena Trim, President, CAS, Guyana Chapter; Dr. Anna Perreira, Vice-
President, CAS, Guyana Chapter, and Mr. Dennis A. Pieters Director of Mid-Atlantic
Oil and Gas Inc. (Guyana).

In his feature address, Minister Bharrat, sounded a call for cleaner energy to be used
as Guyana does its part to tackle Climate Change. He argued: The use of more
renewable energy is inextricably linked to us achieving our sustainable development
goals. Specifically, goal number 13 speaks to reducing climate change and goal number

12 speaks to responsible consumption and production.”

He added: “With the use of technology, alternative sources of energy that are
environmentally friendly have been created, such as biomass, geothermal resources,
and hydropower. The use of renewable energy not only saves the environment but also
helps us as a nation to achieve sustainable development. And, if every country and
island in the Caribbean community uses more renewable energy, we will have a

greener, cleaner and stronger Caribbean.”

Further, Minister Bharrat posited that Guyana has much more work to be done to
achieve its environmental and energy goals but the Government of Guyana is
committed to achieving a greener country. He urged: “We must acknowledge the
challenges of achieving sustainable development in order to embrace the sacrifices we
must make. Our world is dying and we must preserve the resources that we have before
itis too late. Being a third-world country, Guyana and many other Caribbean countries
are heavily reliant on our human and environmental resources, therefore we must use

them in a careful manner.”

Vice Chancellor, XI, Prof. Mohamed Martin in her opening remarks urged that the
men and women working in the field of science and technology in the Caribbean be

recognised and celebrated.
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According to Prof. Mohamed Martin, investment in the field of Science and
Technology is of paramount importance for the region at large. “We have to push for
investment in Science and Technology, and this was articulated in the University of
Guyana 2040 Blueprint which sees the need for us to retool many of our offerings

especially in the way in which we teach and treat with science and technology.”

The VC further observed: “We must know what the problems are and in order to do
so, we need to invest in research. And, most times, this is the first thing that gets cut

from our budget.”

Notwithstanding the limited investment in Science and Technology presently, Prof.
Mohamed Martin advocated for the introduction of Science and Technology streams
from the primary to tertiary levels throughout the region. “In order for us to make
science normal and natural for everyone, we must have more activities for young

people and children.”

Advisor to the Minister of Science, Energy, and Technology, Jamaica, Dr. Parris Lyew-
Ayee Jr. in his address posited: “Jamaica has a science technology and innovation
policy from 2019 to 2029, entitled; Catalysing National Development. In order to join
the developed world, Jamaica needs to leverage Science, Technology and Innovation
to advance national development, increased global competitiveness, improve the lives

of its citizenry and pave the way for excellence.”

He argued that a business approach to science will allow for greater synergies for
innovation that will have an impact far beyond the primary sciences, and we will need
an enabling policy environment and a seriousness of purpose in order to achieve the
proper infrastructure if we are to reflect a general Caribbean reality as it relates to our
common development agenda underpinned by similar histories and regional

collaboration enshrined in regional bodies such as CARICOM.

“As a region and individual countries, we need to focus on how we increase our

spending on research as fast as possible as the percentage of our GDP. We need to

B4 publicity.decc@uog.edu.gy Page 3 of 6
W' (592) 623-5104

@ www.uog.edu.gy

- Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, P.O. Box 101110, Guyana, South America



mailto:publicity.decc@uog.edu.gy
http://www.uog.edu.gy/

invest in education, infrastructure, and support systems to build a sustainable

ecosystem. Not one or the other, all of them,” said Dr. Lyew-Ayee.

He suggested that going forward, the region needs to ensure that “a strong policy
framework exists with a supportive posture, review existing legislation and update it if
necessary, and introduce new legislation based on new information. We need the
interlinkages with all government agencies with science interests... We need to have
the proper investments in education, to make sure we have the infrastructure and
ecosystem to prevent these billion scientists from leaving our region. We need
partnerships, equity, social impact, cohesion, and communication which is something

this conference is emphasizing,” Dr. Lyew-Ayee admonished.

Director of Mid-Atlantic Oil and Gas Inc. (Guyana), Dennis A. Pieters eloquently
conducted a presentation on the Coastal Georgetown Guyana touching on topics such
as exploration, production, upstream, downstream, the specifies of the oil industry,

refineries, petrochemical companies, amongst other matters.

The Opening Ceremony was chaired by Prof. Raymond Jagessar, President, Caribbean
Academy of Science (CAS) Central. Ms. Elena Trim, President, Caribbean Academy of
Science (CAS) Guyana Chapter introduced the main speakers, while Dr. Anna Perreira,
Vice-President, Caribbean Academy of Science (CAS) Guyana Chapter, did the vote of

thanks and officially declared the conference open.

The five-day conference is open to all academics, researchers, educators, industry
personnel, graduate, and undergraduate students. Several high-profile speakers are
expected to make presentations in the next few days, these include; Percy C. Hintzen,
Professor Emeritus, University of California; Berkeley, Guyana-born Dr. Maya Trotz,
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of South Florida,
Astronomer at the University of the West Indies, Trinidad; Dr. Shirin Haque, Guyana-
born and Cuban trained Veterinary Doctor and Zootechnician, Dr. Devon Dublin as
well as food and agriculture and nature conservation specialist, Dr. Patrick Chesney,

among other regional and international experts.
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The Youth in Science Forum titled; “Career Trajectories on the Shoulders of Giants” is
scheduled for 10th August 2021 at 14:10hrs and open free to members of the public.
Persons wishing to join are kindly asked to wuse the following link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 6rxf2-hQQLegxonMaGei4 Q.

Approximately 100 people are attending the virtual conference. The full programme
at a glance can be viewed at:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zuxOV7iaGZWF3yjuhBHvgl101J1bg60 /view?usp
=sharing

Persons can still register for the conference by using the following link: https://cas-
gychapter.org/.

The closing ceremony is set for Friday 13 August and is also open free to the public
and could be accessed using the following
link: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/ WN jWs vtzhR CqpDbMwCnfqg.

Executives of the CAS Guyana Chapter use this opportunity to invite interested
persons to join the local chapter of CAS. To become a CAS member, complete and

submit the electronic application form at https://forms.gle/f41gqQ8JR5vvitdy6.

Upon approval of your application, you will be required to pay the annual membership
fee of GYD $5,500.

The full video to the opening ceremony can be found at:
https://zoom.us/rec/share/SQW-t8] Nnnk6tTgstUuCogLGmIXmxHVuH3j-
mhXghl82NXVsrtomtlwg6m8zD7u.YQp8orDfsvTygund

UG in brief

The University of Guyana is the 58th-year state University. It offers 141 programmes
in over 60 disciplines online and face-to-face in eight campuses across Guyana. With
a student population of now 10,000, UG has provided education, learning, and
research for over 50,000 alumni. The mission of the University is to discover,
generate, disseminate and apply knowledge of the highest standard for the service of

the community, the nation, and of all mankind within an atmosphere of academic
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freedom that allows for free and critical inquiry. UG’s forward-thinking Blueprint
2040 is currently setting the course for the University’s future design and cutting-edge

institutional response to the changing needs of Guyana.

Contact:
Ms. Krest Cummings
Public Relations Officer

Department of Events Conferences and Communications (DECC)

592-623-5104
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CAS Members at the Opening Ceremony
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