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Abstract

Rising inequality is a defining challenge of 21st century. Growing
social inequality negatively impacts human and sustainable
development because since it leads to greater social problems and
health issues, it contributes to environmental degradation, and it
lowers investment in human capital. Social inequality is
multidimensional, and this attribute renders it difficult to address
effectively. However, research has shown that the first step to
addressing social inequality is the ability to measure it. Research has
also shown gaps in how it is measured. Further, the literature
suggests that there is a lack of deep understanding of this issue, and
this is particularly apparent in Guyana which is a microcosm of
growing social inequality in the emerging economies of South
America and the Caribbean. Discourse is the foundation of research
towards understanding issues like social inequality and the purpose
of this research is to contribute to the discourse on why social
inequality matters, how best it can be measured and the policy
interventions that can be used to address it. This research will be
informed by a literature analysis and an empirical analysis that will
model the relationship between social inequality and sustainable
development in Guyana which will rely on indirect observations of
World Bank and United Nations reports and a survey of 2000
households across Guyana. This research will also utilize 3 focus
group discussions to identify possible policy interventions to address
social inequality and promote human and sustainable development
in Guyana.
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