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NEWS RELEASE
Greater Georgetown / Guyana / February 6, 2021

UG Collaborates with IRO Guyana to foster Discussions on Promoting Harmony among

Religious Groups

The University of Guyana (UG) and the Inter Religious Organization of Guyana (IRO) have
collaborated to host another interfaith panel discussion on Friday, February 5, 2021, virtually.
The University supported and partnered with the IRO to facilitate the event that formed part of
the activities that the latter had developed in observance of the United Nation’s World Inter
Faith Harmony Week. This observance has been a yearly feature usually held in the first week
of February since 2010 to promote harmony among all religions, faiths and beliefs in the

various places of worship around the world.

This year’s panel discussion was the first to be held virtually, with the University assuming the
role of virtual host using the Zoom webinar platform. The University’s Supplies and Logistics
Officer, Mr Adrian Sam, who is an advocate for youth and religion in his community, facilitated
the programme. The 2021 panel discussion theme was “The Role of Religion in Creating

Harmonious Societies.”

There were presentations from esteemed members of society, the likes of which included
representatives of the Baha’i community, Dr Laureen Pierre, President of the Guyana Council
of Churches, Reverend Andrew Morris-Grant, Head of the West Demerara Arya Samaj, Pandit
Dhanrajie Haimraj and President of the Al-Mustafa Islamic Trust, Maulana Tasdeeq Aabidi.

The IRO had expressed that “it is important that programmes to develop social cohesion
include young people who aspire for spiritual and intellectual growth and to make a

contribution to social progress.” As such, the university community, a fertile environment to
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foster discussions in a manner that promotes respect and tolerance for different beliefs while
promoting peace and harmony among members, is an apt one within which to hold such an

event.

Contact: Leisa Somrah,
Public Relations Officer (ag)
DECC -Public Relations Unit
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UG IN BRIEF

With a current enrolment of approximately 10,000 students, University of Guyana (UG) has
graduated more than 40,000 students who have gone on to successful careers locally,
regionally, and internationally. The University is also a major contributor to the national
economy and to business and industry. Established in 1963 on a part -time basis with shared
space at Queens College, UG moved to its own campus at Turkeyen in 1970 and expanded
in 2000 with the addition of the Tain Campus. It now offers more than 129 undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes including degrees in the Natural Sciences, Engineering,
Environmental Studies, Forestry, Urban Planning and Regional Planning, Tourism Studies,
Education, Creative Arts, Economics, Law, Medicine, Optometry and Nursing. Also, UG offers
extra-mural classes at four locations through its Institute of Distance and Continuing Education
(IDCE). Furthermore, UG offers the opportunity for student engagement in debating; sports;
and cultural, religious, and professional activities.
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