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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

University of Guyana/ Greater Georgetown/ Guyana/ Monday, June 26, 2023

UG’s Architecture Department Cops First Place in 3rd International Lekol
Architectural Competition held in French Guiana

The University of Guyana’s Architecture Department in the Faculty of Engineering and
Technology was recently awarded the first prize at the highly acclaimed 3™ International Lekol
Architectural Competition held in French Guiana from June 1%to 3™, 2023.

This year’s participants included the University of French Guiana, State University of Haiti, Anton
de Kom State University of Suriname, Federal University of the State of AMAPA — Brazil, and
the University of Guyana. The Trades and Qualifications Campus of Excellence in the field of
Wood, Eco-construction and Ecotechnology of French Guiana organised the international
architecture competition for university students with the support of the Territorial Authority of
French Guiana (CTG) and the State with the Regional Cooperation Fund (FCR).

The goal of the annual competition is to enable students in the architecture sector to design an
ecological and solidarity project that meets the environmental concerns of the decade. The aim of
the competition is to encourage students' ability to innovate in the field of architecture, by offering
to local populations an environmentally, economically and socially sustainable alternative.

This year’s architectural project was a proposal for a boarding school of excellence in French
Guiana in an equatorial climate zone providing answers to the need for accommodation of young
people from isolated cities aspiring to continue their studies on the coast as well to the aspirations
emerging in the conclusions of the Citizens’ convention for climate change and the dissemination
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of ecological concerns. The design needed to satisfy the best ratio between production cost and
architectural efficiency, decarbonised construction, consider urban planning elements, volume and
adaptability, functionality, site suitability, and cultural fitness.

The UoG contingent comprised head of department, Dr. Anna Perreira, lecturer Mr. Godfrey
Proctor, and final year BSc. Architecture students Ms Semira Greene, Ms Nia Bishop, and Ms.
Toquana McPherson. The department held an internal competition with final-year students which
saw five groups of three students each developing designs. From January to mid-May, 2023, part-
time lecturers Mr. Godfrey Proctor and Mr. Kurt Gonsalves guided the students during their design
studio classes with the help of other faculty members. The winning team was selected via a jury
comprising members of ARGO, an architectural firm out of Barbados, along with the Architecture
Department’s Faculty.

The 3rd place winners were Brazil with 2nd place going to the University of Suriname. The
winning Guyanese team also won the prize for best construction for a building comprising 75%
timber and 15% concrete and the remaining in streel supporting members, dorm rooms for male
and female, laundry, kitchenette, TV and study rooms, sick bay, visitor and staff parking, and
utilised strategies for biophilic design, passive cooling, rain water harvesting, and renewable
energy generation.

The win is a historic one for the Department of Architecture and the University of Guyana and
even more impactful considering the ability of our students to design buildings of a high calibre,
in this case a dormitory.

The final jury comprised Mr. Jean-Sébastien Villefort (Chairman of the jury and teacher at the
Cnam, Chair of Sustainable Construction), Dr.Ouahcéne Nait-Rabah (University Lecturer - Head
of the Civil Engineering Department at the University of French Guiana), Mr.Frédérick Pujol
(Architect), Mrs. Caroline Marie-Calixte (Architect), Dr Zoltan Pasztory (Lecturer in Wood
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Engineering and the Creative Industry at the University of HUNGARY), and Mr. Kelly Bien-Aime
(Head of the Rehabilitation Department at the CTG). Others in attendance at the final presentations
included Dr. Kishoen Misier (Director of Infrastructure at the State University of Suriname), Dr.
Félipe Da Silva Duartes Lopes (Lecturer, Teacher of Architecture at the Federal University of
Amapa in MACAPA — UNIFAP), and Dr Géssica Nogueira Dos Santos (Lecturer, Teacher of
Architecture at the Federal University of Amapa in MACAPA — UNIFAP).

The Department of Architecture wishes to thank all the lecturers and students who assisted our
team in successfully representing the University of Guyana. The students will be making a
presentation of their project on August 3™, 2023 in the boardroom of the Faculty of Engineering
and Technology (FET) after presentations of final-year dissertations.
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First place winners (from left to right), Semira Greene, Toquana McPherson, and Nia Bishop
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UoG contingent Dr. Anna Perreira, students, and Mr. Godfrey Proctor

Receiving prizes in the National Assembly of French Guiana
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The winning design
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UG in Brief

The University of Guyana, now in its 60th year, started its operations in October 1963. “UG” as it
is fondly referred to offers 150 plus programmes in over 60 disciplines in online, face-to-face or
blended formats. UG delivers in a Guyana-based system across eight campuses. It is the largest,
oldest, most advanced and only state University in Guyana with a student population of over
10,000.

“UG” has provided education, training and research for over 50,000 alumni over its 60-year
history. UG’s national and global impact and footprint are significant. Its graduates have risen to
populate the commanding heights of national, regional and international organisations of repute in
over 150 different disciplines. The mission of the University is to discover, generate, disseminate
and apply knowledge of the highest standard for the service of the community, the nation, and all
mankind within an atmosphere of academic freedom, innovation and universal respect.

UG’s forward-thinking Blueprint 2040 is currently setting the course for the University’s future
design and institutional response to the changing needs of Guyana, the region and the world. UG
is currently celebrating its 60th anniversary and is stepping up its focus on becoming one of the
leading and most sought-after educational institutions in the world for both staff and students.

-end-
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